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bad terms; they are altogether certain that you are
the cause of our [g] misfortunes.”” To all our argu-
ments he had nothing else to answer except that such
things were being told, which always left a deep
impression upon their minds.

Having returned to Angoutenc for the council, we
found all the Captains there (for there are several of
them in the same village, according to the diversity
of affairs), who gave us a sufficiently kind reception.
The most influential one invited the others to the
assembly, crying in a loud voice through the village.
The Old Men, the women, the young people, and the
children hastened thither at our solicitation. The
council was opened by our presenting to them a cake
of Tobacco in a dish, in the manner of the country;
one of the Captains broke it, in order to distribute it to
the more prominent members of the company. They
never speak of business, nor come to any conclusion,
except with the pipe in the mouth; this smoke,
which mounts to their brains, gives them, they say,
enlightenment amid the difficulties that present them-
selves. When this was over, the President raised
his voice to a tone nearly like that used by our pub-
lic criersin frequented streets in France, giving them
to understand that his Nephews, the French, were
about to speak, that they should listen to them atten-
tively, and that they should not be annoyed by the
length of their speeches,—that the matter was one
of importance, and deserved to be well understood.
We explained to them what had brought us into their
country, and especially what our purpose was in
visiting their sick. They listened to us with fair
attention, but when we were about to conclude some
one came to invite these Gentlemen to a feast; and,



